
From Orbit to Objective: Space and the Future of Conflict

Description

Space is no longer a silent backdrop to conflictâ??it is a contested domain that enables, shapes, and
increasingly defines how wars are fought. In this episode, Ben Jebb and Charlie McGillis sit down with
Dr. James Kiras and General Stephen Whiting to examine the strategic importance of space in both
great power competition and irregular warfare. The discussion explores how modern military
operations rely on space-based capabilities for precision, synchronization, intelligence, and global
reachâ??and what happens when those capabilities are contested.

The conversation also dives into the evolving â??SOF-space-cyber triad,â?• highlighting how special
operations forces, space professionals, and cyber operators can integrate to create complex dilemmas
for adversaries. From maneuver warfare in orbit to countering Chinese influence campaigns in the
Global South, the episode underscores a critical takeaway: space superiority is not automatic. It must
be defended, integrated, and deliberately incorporated into joint campaigning if the United States and
its partners are to preserve their strategic advantage. 

Dr. James Kiras is Professor of Strategy at the School of Advanced Air and Space Studies (SAASS) at
Air University. A leading scholar on special operations and irregular warfare, his research focuses on
strategy, special operations theory, and the integration of emerging domains into modern conflict.

General Stephen N. Whiting is the Commander of United States Space Command, where he leads
joint forces responsible for military operations in the space domain. A career Air Force officer with
extensive experience in space operations and national security strategy, he oversees efforts to defend
U.S. and allied interests in an increasingly contested and competitive space environment.

Ben Jebb and Charlie McGillis are the hosts for this episode. Please reach out to Ben and Charlie with
any questions about this episode or the Irregular Warfare Podcast.

The Irregular Warfare Podcast is a production of the Irregular Warfare Initiative (IWI). We are a team of
volunteers dedicated to bridging the gap between scholars and practitioners in the field of irregular
warfare. IWI generates written and audio content, coordinates events for the IW community, and hosts
critical thinkers in the field of irregular warfare as IWI fellows. You can follow and engage with us on 
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https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/SAASS/Display/Article/4291368/dr-james-kiras/
https://www.spaceforce.mil/Biographies/Display/Article/2830940/stephen-n-whiting/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/benjamin-jebb-0981aa225/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/charlie-mcgillis-a1718983/
https://irregularwarfare.org/category/podcasts/
https://irregularwarfare.org/


Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, or LinkedIn.

Subscribe to our monthly newsletter for access to our written content, upcoming community events,
and other resources.
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