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Future of War Part II: On Their Own

Description

Episode 137 of the Irregular Warfare Podcast continues our four-part series on the future of war,
pairing renowned author and futurist August Cole with senior special operations leaders to explore how
tomorrowa??s conflicts may unfold.

Our conversation centers on Colea??s short story On Their Own, which imagines U.S. Army Special
Operations Forces advising a newly formed Thai commando unit amid Chinese-backed proxies,
pervasive surveillance, organized crime, and accelerating technological change. The story spotlights
how SOF teams may have to influence from the sidelinesa??helping partners integrate robotics, Al,
and cyber toolsa??while competing for the strategic narrative in a contested Indo-Pacific environment.

Joining us for this episode is Major General Jeff VanAntwerp, Commander of Special Operations
Commanda??Pacific (SOCPAC). Together with August Cole, MG VanAntwerp discusses how Army
SOF is adapting to new technologies, why trust with partners remains a timeless necessity, and what
gualities will continue to define special operators in the years ahead. The discussion underscores that
while future operators will be hyper-enabled with sensors, drones, and advanced Al, the human
dimension of warfarea??trust, adaptability, and leadershipa??remains constant.

At the conclusion of the episode, listeners can hear a narrated excerpt from On Their Own, immersing
them in the dilemmas SOF may face in the conflicts of the 2030s.

Ben Jebb and Katherine Michaelson are the hosts for this episode. Please reach out to Ben and Alisa
with any questions about this episode or the Irregular Warfare Podcast.

The Irregular Warfare Podcast is a production of the Irregular Warfare Initiative (IWI). We are a team of
volunteers dedicated to bridging the gap between scholars and practitioners in the field of irregular
warfare. IWI generates written and audio content, coordinates events for the IW community, and hosts
critical thinkers in the field of irregular warfare as IWI fellows. You can follow and engage with us on
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, or LinkedIn.

Subscribe to our monthly newsletter for access to our written content, upcoming community events,
and other resources.
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https://www.augustcole.com/
https://www.socom.mil/socpac/Documents/MAJOR%20GENERAL%20VanAntwerp%20bio.pdf
https://www.socom.mil/socpac/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/benjamin-jebb-0981aa225/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/katherine-michaelson/
https://irregularwarfare.org/category/podcasts/
https://irregularwarfare.org/
https://www.facebook.com/IrregWarfare/
https://twitter.com/IrregWarfare
https://www.instagram.com/irregwarfare/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGAHHCO6GMifH9NQ7hVJKzg
https://www.linkedin.com/company/irregular-warfare-podcast/
https://www.irregularwarfare.org/
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