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Theory vs. Practice: What is Irregular War?

Description

Episode 122 examines a unique theory on Irregular War that challenges both historical and
contemporary frameworks on the topic. The guests conduct an in-depth discussion and debate over
the complexities of Irregular War and its implications for the U.S. in future conflicts throughout the
globe.

Our guests define and discuss the various terminology commonly used amongst the irregular warfare
community as the foundation for introducing the concept of the a??dysfunctional sovereign.a?s They
then debate the strengths and weaknesses of this theory of irregular war and its utility within the
context of the current global threat environment. Our guests then provide insight into understanding the
importance of both allied and adversarial perspectives on the subject, the shortcomings of current U.S.
military doctrine related to irregular war, and how the U.S. should adapt its approach in the future.
Lastly, they provide recommendations for how policymakers and practitioners can better approach
irregular warfare in the future.

Jonathan Hackett is a U.S. Marine with two decades of experience running complex intelligence
operations and special activities in dozens of countries across four continents. He finished his military
career leading the only formal school in the Marine Corps making military advisors for our allies and
partners. During his time in the Marine Corps, he held positions at the Defense Intelligence Agency,
National Security Agency, and Special Operations Command prior to teaching in Dam Neck, Virginia.
In addition to his book Theory of Irregular War, Jonathan writes extensively on security cooperation,
irregular conflicts, and clandestine intelligence activities.

Dr. Sandor Fabian is a defense Contractor at Morgan6 LLC. supporting the Irregular Warfare Center as
deputy regional advisor for Europe and Africa. Dr. Fabian is a former Hungarian Special Forces officer
with 20+ years of military experience and has served in multiple national and international assignments
including the Assessment and Evaluation Branch head at the NATO Special Operations Headquarters.
Dr. Fabian has published numerous journal articles and op-eds on resistance, special operations, small
countriesa?? defense frameworks, U.S. security assistance programs, and is the author of the book
titled, Irregular Warfare: The future Military Strategy for Small States.
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Frank Struzinski and Julia McClenon are the hosts for Episode 122. Please reach out to them with any
guestions about this episode or the Irregular Warfare Podcast.

The Irregular Warfare Podcast is a production of the Irregular Warfare Initiative (IWI). We are a team of
volunteers dedicated to bridging the gap between scholars and practitioners in the field of irregular
warfare. IWI generates written and audio content, coordinates events for the IW community, and hosts
critical thinkers in the field of irregular warfare as IWI fellows. You can follow and engage with us on
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, or LinkedIn.

Subscribe to our monthly newsletter for access to our written content, upcoming community events,
and other resources.
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