
Training for Victory: Lessons for Security Force Assistance

Description

Episode 123 explores the critical role of security force assistance (SFA) and identifies the key factors
that influence the effectiveness of building foreign armies. 

Our guests start by situating SFA within the broader context of Washingtonâ??s national security
strategy. They then analyze the variables that impact the success of security assistance, including the
importance of language proficiency, advisor-to-force ratios, and the role of combat advising in shaping
outcomes. Finally, they offer actionable recommendations for practitioners and policymakers to
enhance the effectiveness of security force assistance in the future.

Dr. Frank Sobchak is a retired Special Forces colonel who served in various assignments in war and
peace during his 26-year military career. He is Chair of Irregular Warfare Studies at the Modern War
Institute and serves as a Senior Fellow at the Global and National Security Institute. Dr. Sobchakâ??s
newly published book, â??Training for Victory,â?• examines security force assistance and serves as
the anchor for todayâ??s conversation.

JoAnn Naumann currently serves as the USASOC Command Sergeant Major. Over the course of her
28-year career, she has completed over fourteen deployments throughout the Middle East and Africa,
and has served as the senior enlisted advisor for multiple organizations within the Special Operations
community. CSM Naumann holds a bachelorâ??s degree from the College of William & Mary. 

Ben Jebb and Prof. Vladimir Rauta are the hosts for Episode 123. Please reach out to them with any
questions about this episode or the Irregular Warfare Podcast.

The Irregular Warfare Podcast is a production of the Irregular Warfare Initiative (IWI). We are a team of
volunteers dedicated to bridging the gap between scholars and practitioners in the field of irregular
warfare. IWI generates written and audio content, coordinates events for the IW community, and hosts
critical thinkers in the field of irregular warfare as IWI fellows. You can follow and engage with us on
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, or LinkedIn.

Subscribe to our monthly newsletter for access to our written content, upcoming community events,
and other resources.

IRREGULAR WARFARE INITIATIVE
Keep Warfare Irregular

Page 1
Â© 2025 Irregular Warfare Initiative. All Rights Reserved. IWI is a public 501(c)3 charity.

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/frank-sobchak/
https://www.usni.org/press/books/training-victory
about:blank
https://www.linkedin.com/in/benjamin-jebb-0981aa225/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/vladimir-rauta-5a29212b1/
https://irregularwarfare.org/
https://irregularwarfare.org/category/podcasts/
https://irregularwarfare.org/
https://www.facebook.com/IrregWarfare/
https://twitter.com/IrregWarfare
https://www.instagram.com/irregwarfare/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGAHHCO6GMifH9NQ7hVJKzg
https://www.linkedin.com/company/irregular-warfare-podcast/
https://www.irregularwarfare.org/


Date Created
2025/01/28

IRREGULAR WARFARE INITIATIVE
Keep Warfare Irregular

Page 2
Â© 2025 Irregular Warfare Initiative. All Rights Reserved. IWI is a public 501(c)3 charity.


