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Transmitting Values: Can US Security Force Assistance Export Democratic
Norms?

Description

Benjamin Jebb and Kyle Atwell

Episode 67 of the Irregular Warfare Podcast explores the complicated relationship between US foreign
policy and democratic values, and the risks and opportunities associated with exporting liberal norms
through security force assistance.

Our guests begin by describing the role that promoting liberal values, such as human rights and
democracy, play in security cooperation. They then examine the inherent tension between promoting
liberal values and accomplishing national security interests when working with partner nations. The
conversation concludes with a discussion on the relative impact of advising and influencing partner
nations at the tactical and institutional levels, and whether policymakers should seek to tie US values
to security force assistance in the future.

Ambassador Dennis Ross is counselor and William Davidson distinguished fellow at The Washington
Institute for Near East Policy. As a highly skilled diplomat, he has served at the top levels of
government in multiple administrations and was instrumental in shaping US involvement in the Middle
East peace process. Ambassador Ross is the recipient of the State Departmenta??s highest award
and holds a PhD from UCLA.

Dr. Renanah Joyce is an assistant professor of politics at Brandeis University and a fellow with the
Irregular Warfare Initiative. Dr. Joyce received her PhD from Columbia University and has held
positions at Harvard, MIT, and the Pentagon. Dr. Joycea??s article, a??Soldiersa?? Dilemma: Foreign
Military Training and Liberal Norm Conflict,a?e recently published in the journal International Security,
addresses US security force assistance and serves as the anchor for this episode.

This Irregular Warfare Initiative podcast was originally posted through our partner organization, the
Modern War Institute at West Point. Listen to the full podcast here.
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