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Ukrainea??s Hidden Front: The Strategic Impact of Resistance Operations
Description

Episode 125 examines the impact of Ukrainea??s irregular warfare and resistance operations on its
broader strategic objectives. Our guests discuss how Ukrainian resistance activities have evolved
throughout the conflict and evaluate their strategic importance in the war against Russia.

Our guests begin by describing how Ukrainian resistance and irregular warfare activities developed
through different phases of the war, from initial guerrilla tactics during the invasion to the sophisticated
long-range attacks within Russian territory. They then assess whether these operations accomplish
battlefield effects, their influence on escalation dynamics, and how they shape both Ukrainian and
Russian populationsa?? perceptions of the war. Finally, our guests provide insights on the synergy
between conventional and special operations forces, the role of technology in resistance, and lessons
that can be applied to future conflicts.

Lieutenant General (Ret.) Mark Hertling served for 38 years in the US Army as a tanker and
cavalryman, serving at every level from tank platoon leader to Commander of the 7th Army. He retired
in December 2012 after serving as the Commanding General of US Army Europe, where he led over
60,000 soldiers and partnered with the armies of 51 nations. LTG Hertling worked with Ukrainian forces
as early as 2004 and has extensive experience in military transformation and coalition operations.

Dr. Alexandra Chinchilla is an Assistant Professor of International Affairs at Texas A&M&a??s Bush
School of Government and Public Service. Her research examines how powerful states use security
cooperation tools to increase their influence over allies, partners, and proxies, with extensive research
on the war in Ukraine. She has conducted fieldwork in Ukraine since the full-scale invasion and serves
as an advisor to the IWI Special Project on Proxies and Partners.

Alisa Laufer and Kyle Atwell are the hosts for Episode 125. Please reach out to them with any
guestions about this episode or the Irregular Warfare Podcast.

The Irregular Warfare Podcast is a production of the Irregular Warfare Initiative (IWI). We are a team of
volunteers dedicated to bridging the gap between scholars and practitioners in the field of irregular
warfare. IWI generates written and audio content, coordinates events for the IW community, and hosts
critical thinkers in the field of irregular warfare as IWI fellows. You can follow and engage with us on
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, or LinkedIn.

Page 1
A© 2025 Irregular Warfare Initiative. All Rights Reserved. IWI is a public 501(c)3 charity.


https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-hertling-dba-57987066/
https://bush.tamu.edu/faculty/achinchilla/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alisalaufer/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kyle-atwell-army/
https://irregularwarfare.org/category/podcasts/
https://irregularwarfare.org/category/podcasts/
https://irregularwarfare.org/
https://www.facebook.com/IrregWarfare/
https://twitter.com/IrregWarfare
https://www.instagram.com/irregwarfare/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGAHHCO6GMifH9NQ7hVJKzg
https://www.linkedin.com/company/irregular-warfare-podcast/

IRREGULAR WARFARE INITIATIVE
Keep Warfare Irregular

Subscribe to our monthly newsletter for access to our written content, upcoming community events,
and other resources.

Date Created
2025/03/14

Page 2
A© 2025 Irregular Warfare Initiative. All Rights Reserved. IWI is a public 501(c)3 charity.


https://www.irregularwarfare.org/

